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"I‘he New Jersey ‘De artment of
Environmental Protection has failed to
" enforce an order it issued two months .
ago to stop pollution of the up
ic River near an abandon iashestos
dump owned b{ National Gypsum Co.
: The compliance date of the adminis- .

trative order expired March 23 — but’
neither the state nor the legal owner of
the dump has taken any action {o correct -

[N

the problem, a Star-Ledger investigation ;_

; of the site and parties involved revealed.:
The Department of Environmental -
P'o!ectxon (DEP) has known since last - :
; summer of the existence of the man- .
made mountain of wastes along the
banks of the Passaic River in Millington.
The DEP waited until Feb. 16, bow-
ever, to issue 2n administrative order to
abale the pollulzon :‘, . -
¢ e s
' ariment gave Nat:ona] G
sum Co sgdays ur%der the order, v&-

start work at the site to prevent gypsum- -

ashestos wastes from leaking in'o the
river.
A site m:pectnon showed nothm
. has been done to contro] the runoff o
asbestos — a known cancer<causing
agent — directly into the river.
The U.S. Environmental Protection
y {EPA) has found 700,000 parts of
asi;estos fibers per liter in the raw river
water, an amount the EPA considers
“insignificant.” -
. The federal agency, however, is .
conducting tests to determine the long-
term effects of low-level ingestion of
asbestos into the human organism. . -
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~ Treated dnnkmg water taken from Jir

" the river also has been sampled by ther
EPA, but no asbestos fibers have been '~ DEP, disclosed that failure ta comply -
with the order can result in a fine o[
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Deborah Pontz, a deputy atto
general hardling the matter for the -

per day.
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plant were dum ed in “set..
tling pits” dikes
built along the river, ac.

cording to Clement. Bugge-

~ Fio, a _retired -gypsum
worker -ho!‘cirﬂhe;
. 'tos. ud. in} -'-¢Y:-: o

- “We-‘ran e‘ve'rythmg' -
' {wastes) down to the river |.
In those dayy - by
dam upon dam,” Ruggerio
recalled. “The water rap
right over those dams. We
knew nothing then of
bealth hazards or polluting
theriver.” .- 7
- In 1948, Asbestos; Lid.
sold tll’l: h;l-acre sife ang
. three buildin next to the
rivetx;' to rgdnft:fd Asbestog.
Smith - £Ypsum
. and c&l‘:lnued o use the
- dump by the river, Rugge.
rio reported. Sl .
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